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DARK SUN RISING by A. A. Kinsela is a print-on-demand title supplied through Amazon or 
IngramSpark. All wholesale orders are eligible for a 40% discount. Book stock is either printed 
as required from your closest Amazon or IngramSpark supplier and delivered to your address 
from that location or posted directly from Plainspeak Publishing (only within Australia). If your 
shop is within the Melbourne Metro or outer eastern regions, stock can be delivered in person. 
Any additional merchandise (e.g. bookmarks, bookplates, stickers, etc.) is posted separately. 

DARK SUN RISING was a finalist in the 2025 Aurealis Awards – Best Young Adult Novel category. 
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Blurb 

An ancient army resurrected. 
A kingdom on the brink of collapse. 
A rebellion thirteen years in the making. 
…and an heir who refuses to follow the rules 
 
All Nick wants is a normal teenage life, hidden from his war-torn homeland, Korelios. But when 
the rebellion he abandoned tracks him down, he is dragged back into the war he tried to forget. 

The only hope for Korelios is for Nick to reclaim his throne, but to do that he must form a 
dangerous allegiance with the Penumbra Guard, a clandestine army led by a man his friends 
have sworn to kill. 

As alliances blur and betrayals cut deep, Nick must confront the brutal legacy of his own 
bloodline and decide what he's willing to sacrifice for the crown he never wanted. 

Because in this war, the price of victory may be his humanity. 

 

Review quotes 

“Kinsela has delivered something truly special with Dark Sun Rising; a story that doesn’t just 
unfold, it burns its way into you…The world feels alive with shadow, heat, and ancient power.” 

“Every scene pulls you deeper into a realm where magic is dangerous, love is complicated, and 
survival is never guaranteed.” 

“What truly sets Dark Sun Rising apart is its emotional depth. It’s a story about longing, identity, 
power, and the price of loving fiercely. The darker elements aren’t there for shock value; they’re 
woven into the story with intention and meaning, giving the book a rich, aching resonance that 
lingers long after the final page.” 

“If you love fantasy with soul, romance with teeth, and stories that dare to go a little deeper into 
the dark then this is a must-read. This is a bold, beautiful book from an author who knows 
exactly how to break your heart in the best way…and then put it back together changed.” 

“Kinsela's writing style is so easy to binge-read. Her characters are so relatable, human, and 
flawed at times, yet Kinsela also nails your typical archetypes. Nick is supremely lovable like he 
was in the first book, and the Aussie setting and elements were delightful and not something 
you typically find in fantasy.” 
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Publication details 

Language English  

Audience Young Adult 13+ 

ISBN 9781763831629 

Publication Date 6 December 2025 

Dimensions 5.25 x 8 in / 203 x 133 mm 

Page Count 268 

 

Pricing structure 

Currency RRP (list price) Wholesale price – 40% discount 

USD 20.99 12.59 
CAD 27.99 16.79 
GBP 15.99 9.59 
EUR 17.99 10.79 
AUD 29.99 17.99 
NZD 29.99 17.99 

 

Content warning: 

Dark Sun Rising contains content that may not be suitable for all readers. 

Although this is a work of fiction, I have drawn inspiration from ancient Mediterranean 
societies, many of which had views and practices we now consider outdated at best and 
inhumane at worst. 

Within the pages of this book are depictions of PTSD, slavery, violence, torture, racism, and 
non-explicit consensual sex. 

Please tread lightly if any of these distress you. 
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